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Family and friends of both the Nanton and Foothills Nwice hockey teams
packed the stands during Satuday's game for a special event for the players.

players get the red-carpet treatment
High River parent

organizes special
event to surprise

Novice hockeyplayers
and celebrate their game

ByJane Deacon

ASSISTANT EDITOR

The stands were packed,  the
crowd roared and a f lash mob
sprung up during the intermission,
but it really didn't matter who won
or lost. It was a reminder of the love
of the game.

Close to 200 people filled the seats
at the Bob Snodgrass Rec Plex on
Saturday for a minor hockey league
match between novice Foothills and
Nantonteams.

"It was kind of surprising - it
looked like the NHL," said Tyler
Wideman, an eight-year:old player
for the Nanton Palominos, after
thegame.

It was a huge jump in attendance
from the group of20 or 30 who usu-
allywatch the games and the play-
ers were treated to a taste of the big
leagues thanks to the efforts of one
High River parent.
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Cindy  Done l l ey ,  whose  son
Ronan plays on the Novice 2 Flyers
te€rm as part of the Foothills Minor
Hockey League, decided to treat the
team to a memorable day that would
encourage the kids to enjoy them-
selves - no matter the final score.

"The whole point is for it to be
fun," she said in the midst of the
cheering crowds at Saturday's game.
"Our team, this is the secondyear in
a rowthey've lost every single game
of the entire season. Andyou know
what? They don't care. They have
a blast. Even when they lose, they
dog-pile the goalie. They have such a
good attitude. I justwanted to show
themagoodtime."

Armed with an idea, Donelley
reached out to fellow parents and
the manager of the Nanton novice
team, which the Foothills novice
players would face during their last
home game of the regular season.

Donelley encouraged everyone to
invite l0 friends or family members
to the game to help fill the stands,
and, with the group's enthusiasm
and volunteer support, the idea
snowballed from there.

The Senator Riley school band
helped plan a flash mob that popped
out ofthe crowd and performed dur-

ingthe fust intermissio4 while Bos-
ton Pizza donated pizzas for a cheer-
ing competition. Twelve-year- old
singerTori Dalrymple performed Oh
Canada before the game began.

The entire eventwas a surprise for
the players, who had no idea ofwhat
was in store when they skated out
onto the ice.

"I looked up andlwas like, woahj'
said Marshall Malmberg, a Grade 2
Holy Spirit Academy student who
plays for the Foothills league. He
said that although it was a tough
game for his team, he still had fun
with all of the music performed and
the crowds cheering in the stands.

Iulia Anderson, manager of the
Nanton team, said she was thrilled
with the way the day came together
and credited Donelley for all of
her hard work helping the event
come together.

"I just hope (the kids) realize that
they can come out here and really
just have fun and enjoy iti' she said.
'And 

know people care to come
and watch them and cheer them
on and have a good time. I've seen
a lot of cheering for both teams. If
their team gets a really good save,
everyone cheers because they did a
good jobl'
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